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3D modeling features.Cost-effectiveness of
universal ART for prevention of vertical transmission
of HIV. We explored the cost-effectiveness of
introducing universal antiretroviral therapy (ART) to
prevent vertical transmission from HIV-infected
mothers in Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa. We
calculated the direct and indirect cost-effectiveness
of introducing universal ART for prevention of
vertical transmission of HIV. Costs were measured
from the perspective of the health system.
Outcomes were the number of HIV-infected children
alive and the number of HIV-infected children
deceased. Survival data were obtained from the
District Health System. The probability and cost of
losing a mother to death, having an infant death,
and of an infant surviving were obtained from
published data. The probability of primary vertical
transmission was obtained from a mathematical
model. We multiplied the number of living HIV-
infected children by the number of HIV-infected
children who died to obtain a measure of cost and
by the number of living HIV-infected children to
obtain the measure of effectiveness. We calculated
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the incremental cost-effectiveness ratio to
determine the cost-effectiveness of universal ART
for prevention of vertical transmission of HIV. Costs
were divided by the number of HIV-infected children
alive to determine the incremental cost per HIV-
infected child alive. Costs were also divided by the
number of HIV-infected children who died to
calculate the incremental cost per HIV-infected child
who died. We calculated the incremental cost-
effectiveness ratio (ICER) and the incremental cost-
utility ratio (ICUR). The ICER was US$495 (2010
currency) per HIV-infected child alive. The ICUR was
US$842 per HIV-infected child alive. Universal ART
for prevention of vertical transmission of HIV was
not a cost-effective use of resources.The high-profile
investigation into corruption in the Ontario
legislature shut down on Thursday, but it has given
new life to the Ontario Civil Liberties Association’s
push for the creation of a commission of inquiry into
the scandal. Established as a virtual retort to a
commission of investigation into the Mike Harris
government�
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